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As the war began, Americans found themselves 
  
on different sides of the conflict. Loyalists—those who opposed independence  
 
and remained loyal to the British King—included judges and governors, as well  
 
as people of more modest means. Many loyalists thought that the British were  
 
going to win and wanted to avoid punishment as rebels. Still others thought  
 
that the Crown would protect their rights more effectively than the new  
 
colonial governments would.  
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