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When I show up for my shift, I find
Dorkus Roboticus exactly where I left
him last night, on the tall stool behind
the cash register. I swear he doesn’t even
get off that thing to pee. He probably just
pisses into an empty pop bottle. I guess
he doesn’t really have to move. He can
reach the till, and the night window,
and even the cigarettes, which is pretty
much the only thing people want in the
middle of the night. I asked him once
what he did when someone wanted him
to grab them a bag of chips or a liter of
oil that he can’t reach from his stool. He
looked at me with big blank eyes.

“They don’t.”

I wouldn’t ask him either. He’s as
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creepy as he is weird. I call him Dorkus
Roboticus because he moves like a robot.
And because he spends every nightshift
making up crossword puzzles. Hence the

dork factor.
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