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Settling New England 

 

Why did people start colonies in New England? 

 

In 1628, people called Puritans moved to New England.  

 

They wanted to be free to follow their religion. Other Puritans  

 

started the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Everyone there had  

 

to have the same beliefs. No dissent, or disagreement,  

 

was allowed.  

 

Roger Williams did not think this was right. He and his  

 

family went to what is now Rhode Island.  

 

In Rhode Island, people could follow any religion. They  

 

lived in peace with Native Americans.  

 

Some people left Massachusetts to find better land. They 

  

went to live in Connecticut. Others went north to start a  

 

fishing town. This became New Hampshire. Many Native  

 

Americans there lost their land to the colonists.  
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